
 

Principal’s Remarks 
“Teach specifically and review constantly” 

~ Mary Bedour ~ 

 We continue to focus on our school 
improvement plan for the third term.   Teachers have 
worked together in professional learning communities to 
discuss best practices and strategies that are most helpful 
to all of our different learners.  We begin by modeling and 
„thinking aloud‟ with our students to help them understand 
what good readers do.  We use graphic organizers, such 
as the “Shape, Go Map” to help children visually organize 
their thoughts.  We move through specific instructions that 
will gradually release the students to complete tasks 
independently.  Often times, through formative 
assessments, children are given specific and immediate 
feedback to help them improve their work so that they can 
achieve a Level 3 or a Level 4. 
 At the end of June we will assess our students 
through common assessments to determine if we have 
met our target.  This is an exciting time for the staff as we 
see all of our hard work translating into students 
achievements.  We continue to try to make a difference in 
the lives of each and every student at our school. 
 Jodi Kuran    
Literacy Tip of the Month 
Our focus for the third term is summarizing.  Once you 
have finished reading a book, ask your child to retell or 
summarize the text.  What happened at the beginning, the 
middle and the end of the story?  What was the problem in 
the story and how does the character solve their problem?  
Have them use examples from the text. 
Numeracy Tip of the Month 
Write out a word problem.  Have your child summarize the 
key pieces of information in the word problem.  What steps 
need to be taken in order to solve the problem?  
Relationship Tip of the Month (Anti-Bullying Tip) 
In early June we often have many assignments that are 
due.  This can lead to stress and can sometimes effect our 
relationships with others.  Try to patient with yourselves 
and with others.  Remember that it will all be OK in the end 
and if it‟s not OK, it‟s not the end. 
Summer Dressing 
Please make sure that you are dressed appropriately for summer weather, 

which will hopefully arrive very soon.  Jackets may be needed during cool  
mornings.  Please remember to dress in a modest fashion (no spaghetti 
straps, ripped pants, offensive graphics or short shorts).  Thanks! 

Family Fun Night Thank You! 

What a great evening we all had on May 2nd.  Everyone 

had a fun filled night and we raised $5,500 for our school.  

This money will go towards a school sign and possibly 

some play equipment.  This event would not be possible 

without the hard work and dedication of a our SAC 

committee and our staff.  A huge thank you to:  Vicky 

Parent, Leila Buchanan, Joyce Dunn, Jeff Cale, Sherry 

Clark, Perry May, Joan Good, James O’Hara, Keri Wilkie 

and all of our Grade 7 and 8 students.  Thank you to all of 

the parent volunteers and all of the staff who volunteered. 
What’s going on at that school??? 
òBy June 2008, 80% of our students will be able to 
demonstrate an understanding of text by summarizing 
important ideas and citing supporting details.ó 
The staff at St. Mary’s School have been very focussed in 
attaining our goal this term.  Teachers have been specific in 
their instruction to enable students to retell or summarize the 
main ideas of a story.  Make it a focus at your home as well. Ask 
your child about a “Shape, Go Map” 
Grade 8 Fundraiser 

The Grade 8 students would like to thank everyone who bought 

freezies during  the month of May.  We raised $536.00 which 

translates into $15.36 off of each student’s year end trip to the 

YMCA Outdoor Education Centre in London.  Thank you for 

your support! 
Cancer Fundraiser 

Join Mr. Holland in raising funds for cancer research.  He and 

several students will be shaving their heads if we raise enough 

money. We have already raised almost $800.00 and must reach 

$1,000 by June 3rd.  Thank you for participating in this 

worthwhile fundraiser. 

Bike Safety 

Students who ride bikes are reminded to walk their bikes on 

sidewalks and on school property.  Your safety is our primary 

concern. 
Congratulations 

Congratulations to all of our Gr. 8 students who will be 

graduating from elementary school on June 25th.  We know 

that they are well prepared for the exciting world of secondary 

school and we wish them all the best!  Thank you for all of the 

contributions that each one of you have made to our school 

community over the last ten years! 
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