St

St.Mary's School
Goderich

. Mar yos S

70 Bennett Street East Goderich ON N7A 1A4
Phone 524-9901
http://goderich.hpcdsb.edu.on.ca

December 20, 2007

Fax 524-9485

Term 2 Issue 2

Principal’s Remarks

“For today and its blessings, | owe the
world an attitude of gratitude.”
Clarence E. Hodges

| am so very grateful for many experiences that have
happened to our community recently. Our first Family
Christmas Mass was an absolutely beautiful experience and a
brilliant way for us to prepare our hearts for the birth of our
Saviour. Thank you to Mrs. Hogan, Mrs. Lambert, Mrs. Donnelly,
M. St-Arneault, Deacon Brian McDonald and Father John Jasica
for all of their work in preparing for the mass. Thank you to the
teachers and the children for their lovely songs and
presentations. Thank you to all the staff and all the families who
were able to come. Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for
sharing their facility. Together, over 800 of us celebrated our
faith. Everyone was treated to home baked cookies following
mass. It was a great night.

We wish you and your family a happy and holy Christmas.
We wish you all the best for 2008.
Jodi Kuran
Literacy Tip of the Month
Curl up with your child and take time to read. Have fun
reading your favourite Christmas stories. Try reading in
different voices or take turns reading certain pages. Read
parts of sentences and have your child finish (‘Twas the
night before Christmas and all through the ).
Numeracy Tip of the Month
The ability to identify and describe shapes, sizes and
positions is important for early principles of geometry.
Play “I Spy” with ornaments on the tree. Describe their
shape and their position on the tree.
Relationship Tip of the Month (Anti-Bullying Tip)
Christmas is a wonderful time to talk about being grateful
and for sharing. We must be thankful for all of God’s
blessings in our lives. We can all share with one another,
especially sharing our time with someone who might need
our help. ltis in giving that we receive.

Literacy Night
Tuesday, February 12th will be our rescheduled date for

our annual Family Literacy Night. Special guests include
Dave Newman, Eric Coates, and the Stanley Cup. We thank
Dave, Eric, Phil Pritchard and Jeff Denomme for sharing
their time with us and for helping us promote boys literacy.
All St. Mary’s families are invited to attend. We will reissue
the family passes. Please bring your family pass with you.
Thanks to the London Knights and the Plymouth Whalers for
donating the door prizes.

Inclement Weather

Living in Huron County in the winter means snow
and unpredictable weather. Please stay tuned to our
local radio stations for bus cancellations. Our board
website will also have up to date information. Go to
www.hpcdsb.edu.on.ca and click on the ‘bus
cancellation’ heading beside the bus icon.

St. Mary’s will generally remain open unless there
are extreme weather conditions. It will be business
as usual and all in town students are encouraged to
attend.

Community of Caring

In our sehool community we are trying to focus on caring,
responsibility, respect, trust and family. These core values
ave part of Communities of Caring. Our theme for January is
family again. Our challenge this month is to malke a special
night once a week where You and your family can have some
quality time together. Play a game, go for a walk or just sit
and talk with a cup of hot chocolate. Good Luck!

Your Community of Caring Student Lenders,

rRachel and Genevieve

School Advisory Council

Our next meeting for parent council will be held on
Monday, January 14th at 7:00 p.m.. New members are
always welcome! We will be planning for future events.
Join us!

Student Council

This month we had a blast selling candy grams and hosting a
Christmas Sing A Long. In January we will be spreading spirit
and joy with more spirit days and a recognition assembly.

Safe Schools Act

Changes to the safe school act will begin in February of
2008. St. Mary’s will continue to work with families and
students to ensure a safe learning environment. More
details will follow in the new year.

Refreats
January s a month for retreats. Please pray for our Gr. 7 and § students as they spend a
day at St Peter’ s with



