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Principal’s Remarks
Happiness depends upon ourselves.
~Aristotle~

The children often hear me say, ‘you get
more out of living when you put more into life’. It's true for our
family at St. Mary’s school and for our families at home. We will
take it upon ourselves to celebrate our strengths and be happy.
We intend to work hard, play hard, pray hard and have fun this
month! It's easy to have fun when we’re all together as a family.
We hope that your family has a wonderful day together for our
very first Family Day on February 18th. What a joyous gift!

We wish Mrs. Blommaert many blessings as she begins
her maternity leave. We welcome Mr. Kris Holland to our school
and to our Gr. 2/3 class. He will be a welcome addition to our
incredible staff.

Wishing you safe travels and great happiness! Jodi Kuran

Literacy Tip of the Month

Talk to your child as much as possible about the things
you are doing and thinking or about your family history. If
you can think it, you can say it. If you can say it, you can
write it. If you can write it, you can read it.

Numeracy Tip of the Month

We measure lots of things. Keep a record of daily
temperatures outside. Talk to your child about how the
temperature affected your activities outside.
Relationship Tip of the Month (Anti-Bullying Tip)
Happiness that the world cannot take away lies deep
within us and in our relationship with God. Take time each
day to thank God for our many blessings and to feel his
loving embrace.

WHO IS SYLVESTRE OBWAKA ?

Sylvestre Obwaka was born in the coastal town of Mombasa off the shore of
Indian Ocean in Kenya 35 years ago. After completion of high school Sylvestre
studied Philosophy for two years and graduated with a BA, Phil. from an affiliate
college of Urbaniana University in Rome. Thereafter, he did Theology for two
years in Kenya (St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary) The call to Church service did
not end there; it led him to join a Franciscan Order that sent him to Study
Business and Public Administration at Louisiana State University. He received
his Masters degree there and his continued discernment led him to join the
Catholic Diocese of Gaylord in Michigan. He has been studying Theology at
Sacred Heart School of Theology in Wisconsin, U.S.A. Sylvestre will be with us
until the end of October 2008 or until that time that he shall be able to renew his
U.S Religious Worker Visa and go back to serve in his diocese in the States.
We are blessed to have Sylvestre working with us at St. Mary’s School. He will
be visiting our junior and intermediate students on a weekly basis and will
continue to support our ministry through masses and liturgies. May God bless
you, Sylvestre on your journey towards becoming a priest.

Inclement Weather

Living in Huron County in the winter means snow
and unpredictable weather. Our board website will
have up to date information. Go to
www.hpcdsb.edu.on.ca and click on the ‘bus
cancellation’ heading beside the bus icon.

St. Mary’s will generally remain open unless there
are extreme weather conditions. It will be business
as usual and all in town students are encouraged to
attend.

School Advisory Council

Our School Advisory Council is seeking your help. Our
annual Spring Fair will take place on Friday, May 9th.
This is our only fundraiser of the year and the success of
this event relies heavily upon parent volunteers . Please
contact Vicki Parent, Sherri Bezaire of Jodi Kuran if you
are able to help out this year.

Student Council

This month we will be very busy. We will selling ‘Heart o
Grams’ during lunch recess from February 4th until the 8th.
We will hold our annual Valentine Dance on February 14th and
will continue with our Spirit Days. Winter Carnival will keep
us all active and having fun.

Literacy Night

Tuesday, February 12th will be our rescheduled date for
our annual Family Literacy Night. Special guests include
Dave Newman, Eric Coates, and the Stanley Cup. We
thank Dave, Eric, Phil Pritchard and Jeff Denomme for
sharing their time with us and for helping us promote boys
l'iteracy. Al St . Mary'’ s
will reissue the family passes. Please bring your family
pass with you. Thanks to the London Knights and the
Plymouth Whalers for donating the door prizes.

Safe Schools Act

Changes to the safe school act will begin in February of 2008. St.
Mary’s will continue to work with families and students to ensure a safe
learning environment. Please see the attached document.

Spring Fair Equipment

Despite our best efforts, the myriad of balls that were purchased from
our spring fair earnings have gone missing. Please check at home to
see if you have one of St. Mary’s labelled balls. Our children seem to
do well when they bring their own equipment and we encourage them
to bring equipment from home. We also encourage them to check the
board in the lobby for new games to try on the playground. Have fun!

familie



